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SUMMARY: NATIONAL ASSEMBLY APPROVED 1976 FRENCH DEFENSE 
BUDGET OF 50 BILLION FRANCS. ASSEMBLY DEBATE ON 
BUDGET REQUEST CENTERED ON ABSENCE OF LONG-RANGE 
PLANNING WITHIN GOVERNMENT PROPOSALS. CRITICS WERE 
ALSO CONCERNED THAT BUDGET REQUEST SLIGHTED CONVENTIONAL 
EQUIPMENT SECTORS. END SUMMARY 

1. AT CONCLUSION OF OCCASIONALLY HEATED DEBATE WHICH 
EXTENDED INTO EARLY MORNING HOURS OF OCTOBER 3 1 . 

NATIONAL ASSEMBLY APPROVED BY COMFORTABLE MARGIN 1976 
GOVERNMENT DEFENSE BUDGET REQUEST. VOTE SPLIT 
ESSENTIALLY ALONG MAJORITY-OPPOSITION LINES. 

2. CRITICISM OF GOVERNMENT PROPOSALS LEVELED BY LEFT. 
CENTER, AND SOME GAULLIST DEPUTIES WAS LED BY FORMER 
PRIME MINISTER AND DEFENSE MINISTER MICHEL DEBRE. FOR 
THE MOST PART, IT CENTERED ON ABSENCE OF FIVE-YEAR PLAN 
WITHIN BUDGET REQUEST. (IN THEORY, 1976 WAS TO BE 
BEGINNING OF NEW MILITARY PLANNING CYCLE). AS RESULT, 
GOVERNMENT AGREED TO AMENDMENT REQUIRING IT TO SUBMIT 
A REPORT TO PARLIAMENT BEFORE MARCH 3 1 . 1976 OUTLINING 
MEDIUM-TERM DEFENSE GOALS. TO EMPHASIZE HIS OWN 
STRONG FEELINGS ON THIS QUESTION, DEBRE PLEDGED THAT 
SHOULD LONGER RANGE PLANNING NOT BE UNDERTAKEN LEADING 
TO SUBSTANTIALLY INCREASED DEFENSE FUNDING HE AND 
"CERTAIN OTHER DEPUTIES" WOULD VOTE NOT ONLY AGAINST 
1977 DEFENSE REQUEST BUT AGAINST ENTIRE GOF 

BUDGET AS WELL. 

3. SOME DEPUTIES WERE ALSO CRITICAL OF WHAT THEY 
TERMED "CONTINUING DEGRADATION" OF CONVENTIONAL 
EQUIPMENT SECTORS REFLECTED IN 1976 BUDGET PROPOSAL. 
CURRENT BUDGET REQUEST OF 50 BILLION FRANCS, AS 
POINTED OUT BY MINISTER OF DEFENSE YVON BOURGES DURING 
HIS PRESENTATION, REPRESENTS A 14.19 PERCENT INCREASE 
OVER 1975 BRINGING DEFENSE SHARE OF TOTAL GOVERNMENT 
EXPENDITURES TO 17.06 PERCENT. FOR BOURGES, 1976 
REQUEST WAS TURN-AROUND FROM PREVIOUS PATTERN OF 
DECREASING DEFENSE EXPENDITURES. CRITICS, HOWEVER, 

WERE QUICK TO POINT OUT THAT, WHEN INFLATION AND 
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ANTICIPATED SALARY INCREASES WERE FACTORED IN, 

MILITARY WOULD BE HARD PRESSED TO FIND ADDITIONAL 

FUNDS FOR CONVENTIONAL ARMS AND EQUIPMENT MODERNIZATION. 

4. MORE COMPLETE ANALYSIS OF 1976 DEFENSE BUDGET WILL 
FOLLOW BY AIRGRAM. 
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